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On Dec. 18, Medardo Ceserino Ayala, active member of the Telecommunications Workers Union
(ASTTEL), was shot to death at 6 a.m. in a death squad operation near his home in the Zacamil
neighborhood of San Salvador. He was reportedly attacked while waiting for a bus on his way to
work, at a stop located some 500 meters from the National Police station in Zacamil. According
to witnesses, the assassins fired 12 shots from 9mm guns, several of them in the air to disperse
bystanders. After shooting Ceserino Ayala, the killers "calmly" left the scene, leading ASTTEL to
believe they were members of government security forces. In a press release later that day, ASTTEL
denounced the assassination and called on President Jose Napoleon Duarte, the military high
command and the attorney general to carry out an investigation of the material and intellectual
perpetrators of the murder. The union stated that Col. Mauricio Daniel Vides Casanova, president
of ANTEL (government telecommunications enterprise) and brother of Defense Minister Vides
Casanova, should be investigated for intellectual complicity in the murder evidenced in a slander
campaign he has carried out against ASTTEL members who he accuses of being "subversives."
Medardo, 32, is survived by his wife and four children. The ASTTEL leadership has been prohibited
from working since early July 1987. ASTTEL is a member organization of the National Unity of
Salvadoran Workers (UNTS). ASTTEL secretary general Humberto Centeno is a member of the
UNTS executive committee. (Basic data from UNTS newsbrief, 12/18/87)
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